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{15}  Ezra

King James Version King James Paraphrase
(70)   So  the  priests,  and  the  Levites,  and
some of the people, and the singers, and the
porters,  and  the  Nethinims,  dwelt  in  their
cities, and all Israel in their cities.

Chapter 3
(1) And when the seventh month was come,
and the children of Israel  were in the cities,
the  people  gathered  themselves  together  as
one man to Jerusalem.  
(2)  Then stood up Jeshua the son of Jozadak,
and his brethren the priests, and Zerubbabel
the  son  of  Shealtiel,  and  his  brethren,  and
builded the altar of the God of Israel, to offer
burnt offerings thereon, as it is written in the
law of Moses the man of God.  
(3)  And they set the altar upon his bases; for
fear was upon them because of the people of
those  countries:  and  they  offered  burnt
offerings thereon unto the LORD, even burnt
offerings morning and evening.  
(4)  They kept also the feast of tabernacles, as
it  is written,  and  offered the  daily  burnt
offerings  by  number,  according  to  the
custom, as the duty of every day required;  
(5)   And  afterward  offered the  continual
burnt offering, both of the new moons, and of
all  the  set  feasts  of  the  LORD  that  were
consecrated,  and of  every  one that willingly
offered a freewill offering unto the LORD.  
(6)  From the first day of the seventh month
began they to offer burnt offerings unto the
LORD. But  the  foundation of  the  temple  of
the LORD was not yet laid.   

(70)  So the priests, and the Levites, and some
of  the  people,  and  the  singers,  and  the
porters, and the Nethinims {temple servants},
lived  in  their  cities,  and  all  Israel  in  their
cities.

Chapter 3
(1)   And  when  the  seventh  month  {Tishri
[Sept./Oct.]}  had  come,  and the  children  of
Israel  were in the cities, the people gathered
themselves together as one man to Jerusalem.
(2)  Then Jeshua the son of Jozadak stood up,
and his brothers the priests, and Zerubbabel
the  son  of  Shealtiel,  and  his  brothers,  and
built  the  altar  of  the  God of  Israel,  to  offer
burnt  offerings upon,  as  it is written in the
law of Moses the man of God.  
(3)   And  they  set  the  altar  upon  its  bases;
because  they  were  afraid  because  of  the
people  of  those  countries:  and  they  offered
burnt offerings on it to the LORD {Jehovah},
even burnt offerings morning and evening.  
(4)  They also kept the Feast of Tabernaclesa,
as  it is written,  and  offered the  daily  burnt
offerings by number, according to the custom,
as the duty of every day required;  
(5)   And  afterwards  offered the  continual
burnt offering, both of the new moons, and of
all the set feasts of the LORD {Jehovah} that
were  consecrated,  and  of  everyone  who
willingly  offered  a  freewill  offering  to  the
LORD {Jehovah}.  
(6)  From the first day of the seventh month
{Tishri [Sept./Oct.]} they began to offer burnt
offerings  to  the  LORD  {Jehovah}.  But  the
foundation  of  the  temple  of  the  LORD
{Jehovah} was not yet laid.  

3:4a - Feast of Tabernacles - Lev. 23:34f
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(7)  They gave money also unto the masons,
and to the carpenters; and meat, and drink,
and oil, unto them of Zidon, and to them of
Tyre,  to  bring  cedar  trees  from Lebanon to
the sea of Joppa, according to the grant that
they had of Cyrus king of Persia.  
(8)  Now in the second year of their coming
unto the house of God at  Jerusalem, in the
second month, began Zerubbabel the son of
Shealtiel, and Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and
the remnant of their brethren the priests and
the Levites, and all they that were come out of
the captivity unto Jerusalem; and appointed
the  Levites,  from  twenty  years  old  and
upward, to set forward the work of the house
of the LORD.  
(9)  Then stood Jeshua with his sons and his
brethren, Kadmiel and his sons, the sons of
Judah, together, to set forward the workmen
in  the  house of  God:  the  sons  of  Henadad,
with their  sons  and  their  brethren  the
Levites.  
(10)   And  when  the  builders  laid  the
foundation of the temple of the LORD, they
set the priests in their apparel with trumpets,
and  the  Levites  the  sons  of  Asaph  with
cymbals,  to  praise  the  LORD,  after  the
ordinance of David king of Israel.  
(11)   And  they  sang  together  by  course  in
praising and giving thanks  unto  the  LORD;
because he is good, for his mercy endureth for
ever toward Israel. And all the people shouted
with  a  great  shout,  when  they  praised  the
LORD, because the foundation of the house
of the LORD was laid.  

(7)  They gave money also to the masons, and
to the carpenters; and meat, and drink, and
oil, to those of Zidon, and to those of Tyre, to
bring cedar trees from Lebanon to the sea of
Joppa,  according to the grant that they had
from Cyrus king of Persia.  
(8)  Now in the second year of their coming to
the house {temple}  of  God at  Jerusalem, in
the  second  month  {Iyar  [Apr./May]},
Zerubbabel the  son of  Shealtiel,  and Jeshua
the son of Jozadak, and the remnant of their
brothers the priests and the Levites,  and all
those  who had  come out  of  the  captivity  to
Jerusalem; began and appointed the Levites,
from  twenty  years  old  and  upward,  to  set
forward the work of the house of the LORD
{Jehovah}.  
(9)  Then Jeshua stood with his sons and his
brothers,  Kadmiel  and his  sons,  the sons of
Judah, together, to set forward the workmen
in  the  house  {temple}  of  God:  the  sons  of
Henadad,  with their sons and their brothers
the Levites.  
(10)   And  when  the  builders  laid  the
foundation  of  the  temple  of  the  LORD
{Jehovah},  they  set  the  priests  in  their
priestly clothes with trumpets, and the Levites
the sons of Asaph with cymbals, to praise the
LORD  {Jehovah},  after  the  ordinance  of
David king of Israel.  
(11)   And  they  sang  together  by  course  in
praising  and  giving  thanks  to  the  LORD
{Jehovah}; because  He is good, because His
mercy endures forever towards Israel. And all
the people shouted with a great shout, when
they  praised  the  LORD  {Jehovah},  because
the foundation of the house {temple} of the
LORD {Jehovah} was laid.  
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(12)  And the God that hath caused his name
to dwell  there  destroy all  kings and people,
that  shall  put  to  their  hand to  alter  and to
destroy  this  house  of  God  which  is at
Jerusalem. I Darius have made a decree; let it
be done with speed.  
(13)  Then Tatnai, governor on this side the
river,  Shetharboznai,  and their  companions,
according to that which Darius the king had
sent, so they did speedily.  
(14)  And the elders of the Jews builded, and
they  prospered  through  the  prophesying  of
Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of
Iddo.  And  they  builded,  and  finished  it,
according to the commandment of the God of
Israel, and according to the commandment of
Cyrus,  and  Darius,  and  Artaxerxes  king  of
Persia.  
(15)  And this house was finished on the third
day of the month Adar, which was in the sixth
year of the reign of Darius the king.  
(16)  And the children of Israel, the priests,
and the Levites, and the rest of the children of
the  captivity,  kept  the  dedication  of  this
house of God with joy,  
(17)   And  offered  at  the  dedication  of  this
house  of  God  an  hundred  bullocks,  two
hundred rams, four hundred lambs; and for a
sin  offering  for  all  Israel,  twelve  he  goats,
according  to  the  number  of  the  tribes  of
Israel.  

(12)  And the God Who has caused His Name
     to live there destroy all kings and people, 
     who shall put to their hand to alter and 
     to destroy this house {temple} of God
     which is at Jerusalem. I Darius have made
     a decree;  let it be done with speed.  
(13)  Then Tatnai, governor on this side the
river, Shethar-boznai, and their companions,
according to that which Darius the king had
sent, so they did speedily.  
(14)   And the  elders  of  the  Jews  built,  and
they  prospered  through  the  prophesying  of
Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of
Iddo.  And  they  built,  and  finished  it,
according to the commandment of the God of
Israel, and according to the commandment of
Cyrus,  and  Darius,  and  Artaxerxes  king  of
Persia.  
(15)  And this house {temple} was finished on
the third day of the month Adar {the twelveth
month} [Feb./Mar.],  which was  in  the  sixth
year of the reign of Darius the kinga.  
(16)  And the children of Israel,  the priests,
and the Levites, and the rest of the children of
the captivity, kept the dedication of this house
{temple} of God with joy,  
(17)   And  offered  at  the  dedication  of  this
house {temple} of God a hundred bulls, two
hundred rams, four hundred lambs; and for a
sin offering for all Israel, twelve male goats,
according  to  the  number  of  the  tribes  of
Israel.  

6:15a - sixth year of Darius the king  - the temple is  completed 19 years after Cyrus decree to
          restore and rebuild Jerusalem and the temple; 70 years after Solomon's temple was
          destroyed;  - thus doubly fulfilling Jeremiah's prophecies Jer. 25:11; 29:10. See also
          Est. 2:8-12

[*3609 A.H./C- 433 B.C.]
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(18)   And  they  set  the  priests  in  their
divisions, and the Levites in their courses, for
the service of God, which is at Jerusalem; as
it is written in the book of Moses.  
(19)  And the children of the captivity kept the
passover upon the fourteenth day of the first
month.  
(20)   For  the  priests  and  the  Levites  were
purified together, all of them were pure, and
killed the passover for all the children of the
captivity,  and for their  brethren the priests,
and for themselves.  
(21)  And the children of Israel, which were
come again out of captivity,  and all  such as
had separated themselves unto them from the
filthiness of the heathen of the land, to seek
the LORD God of Israel, did eat,  
(22)  And kept the feast of unleavened bread
seven days with joy: for the LORD had made
them joyful, and turned the heart of the king
of  Assyria  unto  them,  to  strengthen  their
hands in the work of the house of God, the
God of Israel.

Chapter 7
(1)  Now  after  these  things,  in  the  reign  of
Artaxerxes  king  of  Persia,  Ezra  the  son  of
Seraiah,  the  son  of  Azariah,  the  son  of
Hilkiah,  
(2)  The son of Shallum, the son of Zadok, the
son of Ahitub,  

(18)   And  they  set  the  priests  in  their
divisions, and the Levites in their courses, for
the service of God, which is at Jerusalem; as it
is written in the book of Moses.  
(19)  And the children of the captivity kept the
Passover upon the fourteenth day of the first
month {Nisan [Mar./Apr.]}b.  
(20)  Because the priests and the Levites were
purified together, all of them were pure, and
killed the passover for all the children of the
captivity,  and  for  their  brothers  the  priests,
and for themselves.  
(21)  And the children of Israel, who had come
again out of captivity, and all those who had
separated  themselves  from  the  filthiness  of
the  ungodly  of  the  land,  to  seek  the  LORD
{Jehovah} God of Israel, ate,  
(22)  And kept the Feast of Unleavened Bread
seven  days  with  joy:  because  the  LORD
{Jehovah} had made them joyful, and turned
the heart  of  the king of  Assyria  to them, to
strengthen  their  hands  in  the  work  of  the
house {temple} of God, the God of Israel.

Chapter 7
(1)   Now after  these  things,  in  the  reign  of
Artaxerxes  king  of  Persiaa,  Ezra  the  son  of
Seraiah,  the  son  of  Azariah,  the  son  of
Hilkiah,  
(2)  The son of Shallum, the son of Zadok, the
son of Ahitub,  

6:19b - 14th day of the first month {Nisan [Mar./Apr.]} - the required time of the Passover 
            - See Lev. 23:5-6
7:1a - Artaxerxes king of Persia - see note on Nehemiah 1:1 and Appendix G: World Time Line
         of Biblical History
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